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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Nicholas Chong Yen, Assistant Attorney General 

Anne Edwards, Assistant Attorney General 

NH Attorney General's Office 

33 Capitol Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

 

Dear Nick and Anne: 

 

On Saturday, August 8, 2020 at 9:19 PM, as Legal Counsel to the New Hampshire 

Democratic Party, I brought to your attention an issue regarding a mailer from the New 

Hampshire Republican State Committee containing incorrect information that could result in 

voter suppression and burden on the Durham Clerk’s Office.  I requested an investigation into 

the matter. 

 

On Monday, August 10, 2020 at 5:36 PM, I received a response in the form of a brief 

email with an attached memorandum from the Attorney General.  The memorandum states, in 

part, “We have spoken with representatives of the Republican State Committee, and understand 

this was a printing error.” 

 

This response to our request for an investigation is inadequate for numerous reasons. 

 

First, the matter involves the New Hampshire Republican State Committee, an entity the 

Attorney General previously represented in matters presenting a potential conflict under Rules 

1.7, 1.9, and 1.11 of the New Hampshire Rules of Professional Conduct.  At the very least, to 

avoid the appearance of a conflict, the Attorney General should not be involved in the 

investigation of this matter. 

 

Second, simply speaking with representatives of the Republican State Committee is not 

an investigation.  The Attorney General’s Office or its designee should obtain all relevant 

documents and information regarding the mailer from both the Republican State Committee and 

its mail vendor in order to determine, among other things, how and why Durham was selected as 

the sole addressee on the return post card and the scope of the burden imposed on the absentee 

voter registration process.  We should not have to remind you in 2002 representatives of the 

Republican State Committee engaged in criminal activity disrupting the 2002 General Election.  

In that instance, initial denials of responsibility were overcome through a government 

investigation leading to criminal convictions. 
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Third, the memorandum states the “Republican State Committee will be conducting a 

second mailing of this postcard, which will contain the correct town and zip code for the town or 

city clerk.”  We request that the State review the mailing before it is sent to determine if the 

mailing, in fact, contains correct information as well as any explanatory language regarding the 

problems with the initial mailer. 

 

To be clear, we request a full investigation into this mailing.  If the aforementioned 

conflict makes it difficult for your office to proceed, we request referral of the investigation to 

the Merrimack County Attorney which has jurisdiction over the Republican State Committee 

whose office is located in Concord, New Hampshire. 

 

The stated effort to mitigate the mailer and the resulting burden on the Durham Clerk’s 

Office is also inadequate.   

 

As you know, Durham has a significant number of voters who tend to vote for 

Democratic candidates.  Durham has one of the highest numbers of registered voters and turnout 

in the State.  Durham has also been the target of prior voter suppression efforts.  On September 

8, 2020, there are six (6) contested Democratic primary races on the ballot in Durham including 

the Governor, United States Senator, Executive Councilor, State Senator, State Representative, 

and Sheriff.  Due to COVID-19, we anticipate a significant increase in absentee registration, 

absentee ballot requests, and absentee voting in relation to the Democratic primary election.  

This will impose a burden on the Durham Clerk’s Office and election officials in Durham. 

 

A primary reason I forwarded the mailer to you on a Saturday night was concern 

regarding its immediate and ongoing impact (intentional or accidental) on Durham officials.  As 

I understand the Attorney General’s memorandum, Durham officials have been tasked with 

notifying the appropriate town or city clerks when Durham receives a postcard requesting an 

absentee voter registration packet from another community.  This is exactly the kind of burden 

we feared would be placed on the Durham Clerk’s Office.  The State—not Durham officials—

must take appropriate efforts to take responsibility for informing other town and city clerks when 

the postcards are received and not leave this administrative burden to Durham.  We request that 

the State take appropriate action to mitigate this interference with the Election. 

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 /s/ William E. Christie 

 

 William E. Christie 

 wchristie@shaheengordon.com 

 

WEC/jdb  

cc: client  

 


