
 

 

 

 

April 25, 2019 

 

Via Electronic Mail (Lindsey.E.Lefebvre@usace.army.mil) 

Ms. Lindsey Lefebvre 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

New England District 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 

 

Re: Request for Public Hearing, Seacoast Reliability Project (File No. NAE-2015-00665) 

 

Dear Ms. Lefebvre: 

 

Conservation Law Foundation (“CLF”) received the Public Notice from the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (“USACE”) relative to the proposed Seacoast Reliability Project (“Project”) proposed 

by Eversource Energy.  We are pleased that the USACE is now proceeding with the Project as 

requiring an individual Section 404 permit under the Clean Water, a permit under Section 10 of 

the Rivers and Harbor Act, and associated public interest review.  

 

Pursuant to the USACE’s recently published Public Notice, we are writing to request that the 

USACE conduct a public hearing to gather additional information and input for consideration as 

part of its permit considerations and public interest review.  Such a hearing is warranted by the 

scale of the Project, including a significant element of the Project involving the installation of 

three transmission cables across Little Bay which, as the USACE knows, is part of the Great Bay 

estuary, designated an estuary of national significance.  This specific element of the Project, as 

proposed, would include the use of a jet plow and hand-jetting to bury the three cables, 

disturbing significant volumes of sediment in a tidally dynamic environment.  As proposed, it 

also would involve the installation of concrete mattresses on the floor of Little Bay – tidally 

submerged land that is subject to New Hampshire’s public trust doctrine – including in areas that 

will be exposed during low-tide conditions.   

 

The proposed Project has generated substantial concern among the public, including but not 

limited to recreational users of the bay, at least one oyster aquaculture operation, property 

owners, and scientists familiar with the Great Bay estuary and the challenges it already faces.  

Concerns include, but are not limited to, the adverse impacts of sediment disturbance and 

dispersal, including impacts on eelgrass, oysters, and the release of nitrogen into a system that 

already suffers from excess nitrogen pollution; the installation of concrete mattresses in Little 

Bay, and the impacts of such permanent structures on the environment, public uses of the bay, 

and scenic values; and the Project’s impacts on threatened and endangered species.  A public 

hearing will be the best means for the USACE to understand a wide variety of concerns from a 

diverse segment of the public.   
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As part of this request, CLF asks that that the USACE schedule its public hearing for a time of 

day that will be accessible to the public (i.e., after normal work hours) and in a location easily 

accessible to concerned members of the public living on the Seacoast, particularly in the directly 

affected communities of Durham and Newington.   

 

CLF incorporates into this request, as if included herein, the comments submitted on March 11, 

2019 and intends to submit additional comments within the public comment period provided by 

the USACE.   

 

CLF opposes this Project, as proposed, and requests that its comments of March 11, 2019, as 

well as this correspondence, be considered letters of objection.  

 

Again, CLF appreciates the USACE’s review of this Project, including its impacts and lesser 

impacting alternatives, pursuant to an individual permit and subject to public interest review.  

Please let me know if you have any questions about this request or if I can provide any additional 

information.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Tom Irwin 

V.P. and CLF New Hampshire Director 
  


